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Educational Research 

in FP6
Context. Educational structures and processes are of foremost importance for Europe and are inextricably linked to core social, political and economic policy areas and concerns.  The Lisbon Council (2000) confirmed learning as a basic component both for the development of the European economy and as a core driver of the European social model.  In doing so, it confirmed the need to study the shifting processes and practices of learning, and to relate these to wider aspects of contemporary social change in Europe and beyond.

However, research on learning in Europe has for very long remained fragmented, nationally congealed, narrowly focused, overly specialised and compartmentalized within sub-disciplinary boundaries.  Educational research has thus largely failed to add knowledge and value in the broader social science agenda and help resolve social, political and economic questions other than those experienced within the confines of formal education and training systems.  Without loosing sight of the importance of what happens inside schools and training sites, there is an urgent need for integration of perspectives and for the development of stronger links between researchers in the field of learning and researchers working on other areas of social policy.

Results of EU-supported transnational collaborative research in the social sciences demonstrate that policies for learning, and their reflection of a “learning society”, are not merely policies for teaching and learning, or even for education and training, but form an integral part of wider social and economic policy.  Research confirms that the outcomes of learning are intimately connected to core economic and social policy concerns and have social as well as economic consequences and opportunities attached to them.  Among numerous other conclusions, European research shows that there is currently a need for a better balance between the economic and the socio-cultural objectives of learning.
EU-supported educational research in FP4 and FP5.  The European Union does not have a separate programme for educational research.  Since 1995, research in relation to education challenges in Europe is an integral part of the EU programme for research in the social sciences; educational research is seen as an essential complement to research in other domains of social policy.
In the 4th and 5th EU Framework Programmes for Research (1995-1998 and 1999-2002), DG-Research of the European Commission supported a significant number of research projects that address directly a wide range of issues of education and training.  The total Community contribution to these projects exceeds 40 million Euro. These collaborative endeavours –some of them currently in progress- have produced important insights for policy formulation and have laid the foundations for significant research co-operation across Europe in this field.

Briefing Papers summarising key conclusions and policy recommendations emerging from these activities can be found at: http://www.pjb.co.uk/npl/index.htm.

Educational research in FP6.  Fifty-nine new social science research projects started in 2004 as a result of the first Call for Proposals of Priority 7 (which is the part of FP6 supporting European research in the social sciences and humanities).  These include the following projects that address directly issues of education:
· Intercultural Active Citizenship Education (INTERACT)

· Biology, Health and Environmental Education for Better Citizenship (BIOHEAD-CITIZEN)
· European Universities for Entrepreneurship: their role in the Europe of knowledge (EUEREK).

· The Flexible Professional in the Knowledge Society: competencies required by higher education graduates and the new demands on higher education in Europe (REFLEX)
· Professional Knowledge in Education and Health: restructuring work and life between the state and the citizens in Europe (PROFKNOW)

· Empowerment of Mental Illness Service Users: lifelong learning, integration and action (EMILIA – an Integrated Project expected to start in spring 2005)
· Towards a Lifelong Learning Society in Europe: the contribution of the education system (LLL 2010 – an Integrated Project expected to start in spring 2005)
The total Community contribution to these seven projects exceeds 11, 5 million Euro.

The new Call for Proposals was published on 8/12/2004.  The text of the Call (and all accompanying documents) is available through the web site of Priority 7.  This is the second (and last) Call for Proposals of Priority 7.  It is by far the biggest budget ever available for European research in the social sciences and humanities (120 M€). The Call is of interest and relevance to researchers from a wide range of disciplines in the social sciences and the humanities.  It is open to and welcomes a wide range of approaches.  The research topics available to the research community include the following topic which is directly relevant to education:
2.1.2.
Educational strategies for inclusion and social cohesion and their relation to other policies 
Education and learning build the critical foundation for developing knowledge based society for combating social exclusion; links between education and other areas of policy are crucial to achieving both aims. The objective is to assess the role of education and training, in interaction with other areas of social policy in addressing social inequalities, vulnerability, marginalisation, disengagement and as a means of fostering social cohesion. 

IP and/or NoE may address: assessment of trends in education and learning, including lifelong learning, their interactions with other social policies and practices, and their implications for individuals and social groups; the role of education and training as a key factor in conceptualising social inequality and social cohesion and in building social capital; the impacts of specific and mixed interventions at different stages of the life-cycle; the impact of educational reform on social inequalities and exclusion and the possibilities and limits of formal education and training for individual, community and organisational learning; mapping of conditions to maximise the impact of educational measures in developing a knowledge based society; identification of strategies for related educational and social interventions that can prevent or reduce inequalities, combat exclusion, foster social integration and promote social justice and empowerment; ways of involving communities in learning to minimise disadvantage or the risk of disadvantage; the economic benefits of integrated strategies over the short, medium and longer term.

Some notes for proposers.
1. The research topic shown above is open for proposals for Integrated Projects and/or Networks of Excellence.

2. Researchers working in the field of education are strongly encouraged to cooperate with researchers working on other areas of social science research/policy.

3. Proposals are expected to be in the range from 3.0 to 4.0 million € for a duration up to five years.

4. The deadline for proposals is 13 April 2005 (17.00 Brussels time).

5. Proposals should be submitted electronically. 

6. A two-stage submission is envisaged for proposals for Integrated Projects and Networks of Excellence (an outline of max. 25 pages for the first stage).

7. It is envisaged that more than one proposal may be funded within each topic.

8. The research topics available in the previous Call for Proposals will not be available in the new Call.

9. In addition to the Work Programme, the Guide for Proposers and the Guide on Proposal Evaluation Procedures are available.

10. Some opportunities for research related to aspects of education may also be found in other research topics.  You are strongly encouraged to read carefully all the research topics available in the Work Programme.

Consultation on the future thematic areas for FP7.

As part of the preparation for FP7, the European Commission is currently undertaking a wide-ranging consultation of key stakeholders of European Research policy.  The consultation was launched on 15th November 2004.  The research community is invited to provide their views on what they consider to be the key research challenges for the future.

The aim of the consultation is to provide an opportunity for all researchers but especially those within the EU (and Associated Countries) to offer their views on the possible priorities for research in the Social Sciences and Humanities in Europe with a view to the preparation of FP7.  A strong response will be seen by the relevant decision makers as a significant interest in ensuring an important role for the Social Sciences and Humanities in future EU RTD policy and in FP7.

To ensure that they can be properly included in the analysis, the Commission would welcome contributions by the end of 2004.  

To access this consultation please follow this link. 
Contributions will still be possible for a short period after the end of 2004 (by e-mail to: virginia.vitorino@cec.eu.int).

Exploitation of European research results for policy-making.  DG-Research has commissioned an independent review of research results (and of their implications for European policies) from social science research projects supported under FP4 and FP5 in twenty policy areas:

· Employment and unemployment 

· Social exclusion (poverty, social stratification) and Social security systems linked with pensions 

· Social indicators and social sciences infrastructures 

· Citizenship and identity 

· Education, Training, Inequalities and Social Exclusion 

· Enlargement 

· Family & Welfare 

· Information Society 

· Quality of work 

· Innovation and research policy 

· Training 

· Regional policy 

· Sustainable development 

· Education 

· Governance 

· Science, Society and Governance 

· Migration 

· Framework conditions and intra-firm dynamics 

· Higher Education 

· Gender equality 

The objective of this work is to produce a synthesis of results from the most relevant projects in each of these policy areas in such a form that the synthesis can be used for dissemination to those engaged in policy making in a broad sense.  The work will also identify EU policy directions in each area, with a view to identifying relevant research results that can address these policies.  The work is expected to highlight some key scientific findings emerging from the projects and to draw out the most important policy conclusions/policy lessons that are relevant for EU policy.

This work is being carried out by independent reviewers.  The results for some of the 20 policy areas are available and the rest of the work will be completed before mid-2005.

Further information

· To know more about the different types of projects used for the implementation of FP6, see: http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/instruments.htm.
· To know more about EU-supported research in the social sciences and humanities in FP4, FP5 and FP6, see: http://www.cordis.lu/citizens/
For enquiries you may contact:

Angelos AGALIANOS (MEd, PhD)

European Commission, DG-Research

Tel.: 0032-2-29.55.098
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